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Article Info Abstract:

. This study explores the duality of presence and absence as a central concept
Received 2025-12-16 in literary and critical thought, with extensions in ancient Arab heritage and
contemporary critical approaches. It begins by tracing the roots of this duality

Accepted 2026-01-28 among ancient Arab critics such as al-Jahiz and al-Rugashi, who alluded to it

in their discussion of word and meaning, or present and absent, as two

Published: 2026-02-10 concepts representing levels of communication between speaker and
listener. Or between the text and the recipient. The research also examines

the transformation of the meaning of these two terms among Sufis,

particularly in the writings of Muhyiddin |bn Arabi, where presence becomes
Presence and Absence, a spiritual state of consciousness, and absence becomes an expression of
Cultural Criticism, annihilation in the truth.

Kirkuk Group In modern criticism, presence is framed as a central authority that grants the
text its meaning, while absence is understood as a semantic ambiguity or
lapse that allows for reinterpretation and openness to the possibilities of
meaning.

The research then moves on to examine how the duality of presence and
absence manifests itself in poetic texts, examining concepts such as
formation (as presence) and significance (as absence). It draws on the works
Muhsu222@gmail.com of Fe.rdir.n’?nd de Saussure t(? L.Jnderstand the relation.ship betwe?n signifier
and signified, and how linguistic presence transforms into semantic absence.
It emphasizes that the aesthetic function of poetry is not complete without a
dynamic interaction between what is said and what is concealed, between
what is linguistically constructed and what is semantically implied.

The applied section of the research is devoted to analyzing the poems of the
Kirkuk group, as they represent a prominent example of employing this
duality. It relies on a cultural criticism approach to extract the underlying
patterns in their texts, particularly in relation to the political and social
context. The poems of Salah Faiq, Sargon Boulus, and Fadhil Al-Azzawi
demonstrate that texts that appear formal or symbolic on the surface conceal
a sharp critique of authority and reality. Where institutions of governance
and oppression are present, while the values of justice, freedom and dignity
are absent.
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