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Article Info Abstract:
. Thi h i h licati f th hological projection th
Received 2025-12-20 is res.earc examines the application of t e!asyc ooglc.a projection t éory
to Khalil Mutran's poem "Al-Masa" (The Evening), revealing the unconscious
Accepted 2026-01-22 defense mechanisms employed by the poet to externalize his internal
suffering and project it onto the surrounding natural elements. The study
Published: 2026-02-03 begins by presenting a comprehensive theoretical framework of Freud's

concept of projection as a defense mechanism, then traces its manifestations
Keywords in the poem through a progressive series of projections that begin with the

" . .. | projection of physical and psychological pain onto the fragmented self (the
Psychological Projection, Khalil . . - .
heart, body, soul, and mind), passing through the projection of responsibility

)
Mutran,Al-Masa' Poem, Defense onto external forces (fate, destiny), and culminating in the projection of the
Mechanisms,Freudian psychological state onto the entire natural landscape. The research
Psychoanalysis. demonstrates how the poet transforms the sunset into a cosmic mirror

reflecting his personal decline, the sea into a constricted chest, and the

clouds into wounded thoughts, in a projective movement that escalates from

Corresponding Author the individual to the cosmic, reaching its climax in the merging of "the

universe's last tear" with "the poet's last tears," achieving an existential unity
onlymarewan@gmail.com between the self and the world through the mechanism of psychological

projection. This study thus confirms that projection does not merely
represent a rhetorical technique, but rather a profound psychological
strategy that reveals the poet's inner conflicts and transforms them into an
aesthetic experience.
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