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The Reflection of Saladin's History in Kurdish Journalism Over Half a
Century (1898-1948)

This research examines the significant role played by Kurdish journalism
between 1898 and 1948 in promoting Sultan Saladin as a Kurdish national
symbol. Through systematic analysis of Kurdish newspapers and periodicals
from this period, the study reveals how Kurdish media consistently featured
articles, images, and various content forms highlighting Saladin's historical
significance, with the explicit aim of strengthening Kurdish national identity
and nationalism.

The findings demonstrate that across all stages of this fifty-year period,
Kurdish journalism deliberately employed Saladin's image as a unifying
national symbol. This was accomplished through diverse journalistic
approaches including visual representation, editorial content, historical
narratives, and opinion pieces. The research indicates that Kurdish media
during this era functioned primarily as an ideological apparatus for nation-
building rather than adhering strictly to professional journalistic standards.
The study concludes that Kurdish journalism's consistent portrayal of Saladin
contributed significantly to the construction of Kurdish national mythology
and reinforced nationalist discourse during a critical period of identity
formation. This historical media analysis provides valuable insights into the
relationship between journalism, historical symbolism, and the development
of nationalist movements in the Kurdish context of the early to mid-20th
century.
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