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This research discusses the fundamental transformations in domestic

and international trade in Western Europe from the 13th to the 15th
centuries-a period marked by the expansion of commercial cities, the
establishment of banking systems, and the development of maritime trade.
The study aims to distinguish the characteristics of domestic trade from
international trade, analyzing the impact of both on the European economy.
It relies on a wide range of sources in Kurdish, Arabic, English, and French.
The Fourth Crusade had a significant influence on the growth of trade with
the East, leading to the discovery of new trade routes and the emergence of
banking systems such as those in Florence and Lombardy.
These developments laid the foundation for new monetary practices
implemented within seasonal (domestic) markets. At the same time,
international trade through port cities like Vienna and Genoa transformed
them into thriving commercial centers. The Hanseatic League also played a
crucial role in organizing and facilitating trade. This research clarifies the role
of commerce in establishing a strong economic base in Europe and in
fostering the development of commercial cities. It also highlights the
relationship between trade and socio- political transformations, particularly
the growing influence of the merchant class and its political impact. The study
concludes that the distinction between domestic and international trade is
not merely geographical but lies in the differing systems and mechanisms of
commerce, which formed the backbone of Europe's robust economy during
this era.
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