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|\ AW abstract

. This study aims to understand the general philosophical paradigm, with a
Received June, 2025 , Y o g. P .p g . &

particular focus on the positivist paradigm, and how its worldview shapes the

Accepted August, 2025 foundational elements o'f rfasearch—specificaII\./, the f(.)rmfjliation of the

research problem, the objectives, and the selection of scientific methods. A

Published: October , 2025 | hermeneutic analysis was conducted on a selection of master's theses in

sociology and anthropology submitted to the Department of Sociology. The
Keywords analysis explores the relationship between philosophical paradigms and

e . . social research, concluding that there is a deep historical and academic
positivist paradigm, method,

research problem, research
objective.

connection between philosophical inquiry and the structure of research. Each
philosophical paradigm carries fundamental assumptions concerning
ontology, epistemology, axiology, logic, methodology, and rhetoric. The
fieldwork confirms that the positivist paradigm, as one of the main paradigms
in social science, significantly influences how research topics, problems,

objectives, and methods are chosen. However, two main findings emerged:
first, many researchers lacked awareness of the guiding philosophical
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paradigm in their work, and did not explicitly reference it; second, the

ashtiazadarash98@gmail.com hermeneutic analysis revealed that many theses did not adequately engage

omer.ahmed®@univsul.edu.ig with key philosophical questions, resulting in a methodological inconsistency.

In several cases, the blending of positivist principles with elements from
other paradigms led to a departure from the core logic of the positivist
approach.
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