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Rafig Sabir's Intellectual and Artistic Transformation in Kurdish Poetry
Comrade Rafiq Sabir stands as one of the distinguished voices of Kurdish
poetry, who through his sharp pen and passionate heart has played a
significant role in the development of contemporary Kurdish poetry. This
poet's intellectual and artistic life serves as a bright mirror reflecting the
profound transformations of his era, and his poetic experience forms part of
the world of Kurdish political poetry.

This research examines the intellectual and artistic transformation of Rafiq
Sabir in his poetry from 1970 to 1991, attempting to answer the question of
how the poet's intellectual transformation from communist internationalism
toward ethnic nationalism was reflected in his poetry. In the first phase, as a
leftist member of the Iragi Communist Party, he expressed ideas of unity and
the struggle of the world's oppressed nations, criticized the system of
imperialism and colonialism, and discussed social justice and the struggle of
nations in an international poetic language. However, after the Halabja
tragedy, a fundamental change occurred in his thinking, and he turned
toward ethnic nationalism. In this field, his poetry became the voice of love
for the homeland and the protection of language, culture, and ethnic identity.

The research reveals that the poet was able to artistically blend both paths
in a sophisticated manner and present a complete picture of the political and
social atmosphere of his time.
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