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Received June, 2025 This research aims to explore the role of tourism in social development. Does
tourism have social benefits for the local community? Does it contribute to
Accepted August, 2025 raising community awareness? That is, does tourism have positive social
effects in fostering a sense of belonging and pride in one's homeland and
Published: October, 2025 heritage? Accordingly, to achieve the research objectives, the researcher

identified the following problematic question: To what extent did tourism
play a role in social development within the Kurdistan Region? This means
that this problematic includes several questions. This study is considered one
of the descriptive analytical studies that used the inductive approach based

Development, Social
Development.

on previous studies, research and literature, in addition to the social survey
approach with a sample of (50) out of (100) tourism companies that
participated in the Erbil International Fair on March 6-8, 2025 in the capital,
Erbil. The researcher also used a questionnaire form consisting of (15)

questions according to the following: (5) questions about the company’s

Corresponding Author general data and (10) questions related to the role of tourism in social
development. Later, the researcher reached a set of conclusions, the most
Hataw.khidir@epu.edu.ig important of which was that: Tourism has a role in changing the

infrastructure and superstructure of society. Therefore, in conclusion: The
researcher recommended activating greater interest in tourism in the region.
Kurdistan: It not only leads to social development, but also—the more
attention is paid to its development—has a positive impact on other types of
development, ultimately sustainable development.
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