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In recent years, the Federal Supreme Court of Iraq has assumed a pivotal role in
adjudicating critical constitutional disputes, particularly those involving the
Kurdistan Region. The Court has rendered several landmark decisions that have
profoundly influenced the legal and political landscape of the region. These
include the invalidation of Law No. 22 of 2007 concerning the Oil and Gas sector
of the Kurdistan Region, the ruling on the constitutionality of Law No. 12 of 2022
regarding the extension of the fifth term of the Kurdistan Parliament, and the
interpretation of Article 2 of Law No. 2 of 2019 (the First Amendment to the
Kurdistan Region Provinces Law, No. 3 of 2019). Furthermore, the Court has
addressed significant fiscal disputes, particularly regarding the payment of
salaries for public sector employees and pensioners within the Kurdistan Region.
The ramifications of these decisions extend beyond the courtroom, exerting
considerable legal and political influence over the governance of the Kurdistan
Region. This study endeavors to critically examine the scope and implications of
the Federal Supreme Court’s interventions, assessing their alignment with
constitutional principles and their impact on regional autonomy.

Key findings of this research indicate an expansion of the Federal Supreme
Court’s jurisdiction, particularly in relation to the legislative framework governing
the Kurdistan Parliament elections. Notably, the Court’s rulings have restructured
the electoral geography of the Kurdistan Parliament's sixth legislative term,
transitioning from a single constituency to four distinct electoral districts. This
restructuring also resulted in a reduction of the number of seats allocated to
minority communities.

Additionally, the study proposes several essential recommendations, including
the reorganization of the Federal Supreme Court's composition in conformity
with the Iragi Constitution, the implementation of elections for the provincial
councils in the Kurdistan Region, and the centralization of public sector salary
disbursement through federally supervised financial institutions to ensure
transparency and accountability.
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