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This study examines the relationship between administrative leadership and
strategic thinking among principals and assistants in public and private
kindergartens in Sulaimani city. The research aims to achieve several
objectives: first, to assess the levels of both variables within the study
sample; second, to identify differences in these variables based on
kindergarten type (governmental vs. non-governmental); and third, to
explore the relationship between administrative leadership and strategic
thinking among kindergarten principals and assistants.

The study sample consists of 132 kindergarten principals and assistants from
central Sulaimani, representing both the western and eastern education
directorates. Following an assessment of psychometric properties, the
researcher prepared two measurement scales for the study variables. The
findings indicate that administrative leadership and strategic thinking levels
are generally high among kindergarten principals and assistants. Additionally,
a statistically significant difference (p < 0.05) was observed in strategic
thinking based on kindergarten type, with principals and assistants of non-
governmental kindergartens exhibiting higher levels. However, no significant
difference was found in administrative leadership based on kindergarten
type. Moreover, the results reveal a strong positive correlation (p < 0.01)
between administrative leadership and strategic thinking. In light of these
findings, several recommendations and suggestions have been highlighted.
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