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I\ [l W Abstract:

Received: May, 2025 In I?ght of the growing environmental challenges facing the world today,
environmental sustainable development has become one of the fundamental
priorities that require attention and focus. Many international organizations

Accepted: July,2025 and institutions seek to achieve this form of development and protect the

; environment through the consolidation of good governance principles and

Published: July,2025 the wise management of available resources.

Accordingly, this study aims to shed light on the impact of good governance
indicators on enhancing environmental sustainable development in Iraq
during the period (2004-2023).
Good governance, This study specifically focuses on the environmental dimension of sustainable
environmental sustainable development by using per capita carbon dioxide (CO,) emissions as the main
indicator for measuring environmental performance, due to its relevance and

development, per capita CO
P P P 2 importance to the subject of the study. The study is based on the main

emissions. hypothesis that there is an inverse relationship between good governance
s indicators and per capita CO, emissions. To test this hypothesis, the

Corresponding Author Autoregressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) model was employed.

eman.ismaile@univsul.edu.iq The study reached several important findings, most notably that Iraq suffers

from a significantly low level of good governance throughout the study
period. The results also revealed an inverse relationship between some good
governance indicators—such as government effectiveness, rule of law, and
political stability and absence of violence—and per capita CO, emissions,
reflecting the positive effect of these indicators on achieving environmental
sustainable development. On the other hand, the results showed a direct
relationship between the “voice and accountability” indicator and per capita
CO, emissions.
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