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The antiquities and heritage of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq represent the

Received April 2025 , , T )
national wealth, cultural heritage, and identity of the Kurdish people.
Accepted May 2025 Because cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, constitutes a
precious national jewel, embodying the collective memory of society and
Published: August 2025 reflecting its history, values, national identity, and beliefs, it must be
protected and passed down from generation to generation. Human
Keywords factors, such as illegal looting, destruction, and defacement of

archaeological sites, have become a major challenge to the preservation of

Antiquities, heritage, criminal law,

antiquities and heritage and the revitalization of places and areas of
criminal protection historical and archaeological value. This research focuses on the criminal
legal framework for the protection of archaeological and heritage sites in
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, analyzing the applicable laws and penalties
that hinder practical implementation. Consequently, it seeks to identify
Corresponding Author and explain the gaps between legal protection and enforcement
capabilities. Previously, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq did not have a specific

ako.burhan@garmian@edu.krd
alan.arif@spu.edu.iq
mabast.ali@garmian.edu.krd

law for the protection of archaeological sites. The courts relied on the

amended Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969 to protect archaeological sites.

Although Law No. 5 of 2021 on the Management and Protection of
Antiquities and Heritage in the Kurdistan Region of Irag contains
appropriate criminal penalties for the crimes of looting, trafficking,
defacing, and destroying antiquities and archaeological sites, its
implementation has been hampered by limited institutional capacity and
weak coordination among relevant authorities. The research structure
consists of two sections: the first is devoted to explaining the importance
of antiquities and culture, and the second discusses the legal provisions

applicable to the criminal protection of antiquities and heritage.
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