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I\ AW abstract

. . This paper explores the historical and cultural significance of the Sarays in
Received April 2025 Sulaimani and Kfri, two prominent cities in South Kurdistan. These Sarays
have historically served as administrative centers, symbolizing political
Accepted May 2025 authority and architectural identity within their respective cities. Although
their architectural styles differ—reflecting unique regional influences—they
Published: August 2025 both embody the quintessential characteristics of traditional palace design.
Over time, both palaces have undergone renovations, leading to changes in
Keywords their functions. Currently, the Sulaimani Saray serves a limited role, hosting
minor activities without a specific purpose. In contrast, Kfri Palace has been
P Keywords: Palace repurposed as the site of the Kfri Archaeological Directorate and has become a
prominent tourist attraction. It hosts various social, cultural, and artistic
events, contributing to the cultural vitality and tourism industry of the region.

Construction, Archaeological
Tourism, Sulaimani_ Kufri,
Renovation. This study emphasizes the factors that motivate the adaptive reuse and growth
of such historic buildings. It examines how repurposing these palaces—
particularly by deploying them as cultural centers or tourist attractions—can
foster economic development, promote cultural preservation, and enhance

Corresponding Author regional identity. By analyzing these factors, the paper aims to propose

_ : : : sustainable strategies for transforming historic palaces into vibrant spaces that
ali.gharib@univsul.edu.ig attract visitors and contribute to the social and cultural fabric of South
othman.tawfeeqg@univsul.edu.iq Kurdistan.

137


https://doi.org/10.24271/ARN.025-01-01-SC-8
mailto:ali.gharib@univsul.edu.iq
mailto:othman.tawfeeq@univsul.edu.iq

