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The Iran-lraqg War (1980-1988) was one of the bloodiest and most influential
wars in the history of the region. The effects of this war were not limited to
human and economic losses, but also extended to include the destruction of
cultural and archaeological sites in Iraq. Kurdish archaeological sites in
Southern Kurdistan, particularly in the Garmian region, were clearly affected
during the war years. The importance of these areas lies in their containment
of important archaeological and historical sites dating back to ancient
periods, some dating back to pre-Christian times and some dating back to the
Sassanid and early Islamic eras. Many archaeological sites were subjected to
aerial bombardment during the war, by both Iragi and Iranian forces, which
led to the partial or total destruction of some sites, as well as the impact of
this bombing on historical and cultural sites in general. As the military conflict
intensified and continued in these areas, it led to the destruction or neglect
of those sites that were historically protected. The effects of the war were
also evident in the lack of interest in these archaeological sites. Budgets
allocated for the care of cultural heritage decreased, and many projects
related to its preservation were halted. With the absence of oversight and
protection, some archaeological sites were exposed to theft and looting in
search of spoils or to benefit from these valuable antiquities, which led to the
clear effects of war on the archaeological sites in the Garmian regions. Hence,
the choice of the topic entitled (The Impact and Repercussions of the Iraqg-
Iran War on Archaeological and Historical Sites in the Garmian Region (A
Contemporary Historical Study).
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