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This study addresses the concept of the symbol within the framework
of the Referential Triangle Theory as presented in The Meaning of
Meaning. The theory examines the relationship between
the symbol (the word), the thought or reference (the mental
meaning), and the referent (the object in the external world). It
suggests that understanding language requires analyzing how words
are connected to thoughts, and how thoughts relate to things.
According to the theory’s authors, signs include everything perceived
by humans from the external world, whereas symbols are the tools
used for communication and for referring to referents. The most
important aspect of a symbol lies in its function and usage, which can
generally be divided into two main functions: the symbolic use, where
it conveys information accurately, and the emotive use, where it is
employed to evoke emotions and attitudes. However, symbols do not
perform these functions independently; rather, they do so through the
ideas they are connected to, reflecting the close relationship
between thought and language.

Moreover, the relationship between the symbol and meaning is not
limited to the symbol being a linguistic element pointing to a specific
thing. It extends to the notions of reference, interpretation,
and psychological context. A symbol does not inherently possess
meaning; rather, it acquires meaning through its connection
with thought and the referent.
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